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Dear reader,

I am delighted to share these reports from our first cohort of EFSA fellows.

The European Food Risk Assessment Fellowship (EU‐FORA) programme was born in 2016 as part of EFSA\'s efforts to nurture and develop the next generation of Europe\'s food risk assessors. One of our strategic priorities -- indeed, one of our duties -- is to build and strengthen Europe\'s risk assessment capacity, and to promote harmonisation of methodologies across organisations and countries.

EU‐FORA was designed specifically to support us in this essential ongoing endeavour.

The idea was simple: EFSA acts as a 'broker', matching early to mid‐career scientists working in the field of food safety with food risk assessment authorities in EU Member States, Iceland or Norway.

The scientists gain invaluable hands‐on experience and knowledge working alongside risk assessors in a host organisation outside their home country. They return home with new or enhanced skills in areas such as selecting and applying risk assessment methodologies, collecting and analysing relevant data, using computer models in risk assessment and providing effective risk communication.

In return, the host organisation enjoys the support of an enthusiastic scientist who brings a fresh eye and new insights to their host\'s work. He or she becomes an integral part of the workforce for one year, exchanging views, expertise and work practices with his or her temporary colleagues.

Reading these reports, it became clear to me that the experiences of our first group of fellows have matched the high hopes we had for the scheme. In this special issue of the *EFSA Journal*, the 15 scientists who came to Parma for initial training in late 2017 describe both the benefits and the challenges that they subsequently encountered during their placements with risk assessment bodies across Europe.

Our second round of fellows begin their placements in late 2018. I hope their experiences are as mutually enriching as those of their predecessors clearly were.

EU‐FORA is already making a difference. Let\'s continue to work together and ensure that the future of risk assessment is in safe hands.

Finally, EFSA would like to thank everyone who contributed to the success of the first cycle of EU‐FORA, in particular the fellows and their supervisors in the hosting organisations, members of the EU‐FORA programme committee and members of the training consortium.
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